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Afghanistan will become 'pariah state' if Taliban seize power, says US
AFP

Afghanistan would become a "pariah state" if the Taliban take control by force, US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday, as a top-level delegation from the
insurgent group visited China to assure officials of their international obligations.

SAJJAD HUSSAIN Afghanistan's President Ashraf Ghani warned that his nation was
facing an 'invasion that is unprecedented in the last 30 years

JONATHAN ERNST US Secretary of State Antony Blinken boards an aircraft as he
departs for New Delhi, India and Kuwait. Blinken said Afghanistan would become a

'pariah state' if the Taliban take control by force



"An Afghanistan that does not respect the rights of its people, an Afghanistan that
commits atrocities against its own people would become a pariah state," Blinken told
reporters in India, where he is on his first official visit.

Hoshang Hashimi Afghan security force personnel searching a commuter at a
checkpoint in Herat, western Afghanistan

In China, the Taliban's leadership assured Beijing the group will not allow
Afghanistan to be used as a base for plotting against another country.

A delegation including co-founder Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar is in China for talks
as the insurgents continue a sweeping offensive across Afghanistan -- including areas
along their shared border.

Their frontier is just 76 kilometres (47 miles) long -- and at a rugged high altitude
without a road crossing -- but Beijing fears Afghanistan could be used as a staging
ground for Uyghur separatists in Xinjiang.
Taliban spokesman Mohammad Naeem told AFP those concerns were unfounded.

"The Islamic Emirate assured China that Afghanistan's soil would not be used against
any country's security."

"They (China) promised not to interfere in Afghanistan's affairs, but instead help to
solve problems and bring peace."

Beijing confirmed the thrust of the talks, which were led on the Chinese side by
Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

But in Kabul Afghanistan's President Ashraf Ghani urged the international
community "to review the narrative of the willingness of the Taliban and their
supporters on embracing a political solution".



"In terms of scale, scope and timing, we are facing an invasion that is unprecedented
in the last 30 years," he warned in a speech Wednesday.

"These are not the Taliban of the 20th century... but the manifestation of the nexus
between transnational terrorist networks and transnational criminal organisations."
In New Delhi, Blinken warned the Taliban they would have to change if they wanted
global acceptance.

"The Taliban says that it seeks international recognition, that it wants international
support for Afghanistan. Presumably it wants its leaders to be able to travel freely in
the world, sanctions lifted, etc," he said.

"The taking over of the country by force and abusing the rights of its people is not the
path to achieve those objectives."

Analysts say China, whose stated foreign policy position is non-interference in other
countries' issues, is queasy about the religiosity of the Taliban given their proximity to
Muslim-majority Xinjiang.

But the meeting gifts legitimacy to an insurgent group craving international
recognition -- and a potential diplomatic shield at the UN -- to match their military
march across the nation.

"Wang Yi pointed out, the Afghan Taliban is a crucial military and political force in
Afghanistan," foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian told reporters in Beijing.
"China has throughout adhered to non-interference in Afghanistan's internal affairs...
Afghanistan belongs to the Afghan people," he said, in stark contrast to the "failure of
US policy towards Afghanistan".

- 'Diplomatic cover' -
Taliban officials have cranked up their international diplomacy, seeking global
recognition for when they hope to return to power.
They have made sweeping advances across Afghanistan since May, when US-led
foreign forces began their final withdrawal.

Beijing hosted a Taliban delegation in 2019, but back-door links with the insurgents
existed before, through Pakistan.
Communist Party leaders in Beijing and the fundamentalist Taliban have little
ideological common ground, but experts feel shared pragmatism could see mutual
self-interest trump sensitive differences.

For Beijing, a stable and cooperative administration in Kabul would pave the way for
an expansion of its Belt and Road Initiative into Afghanistan, while the Taliban would
consider China a crucial source of economic support.

"By getting the Chinese on their side, the Chinese would be able to provide them with
diplomatic cover at the Security Council," Australia-based Afghanistan expert
Nishank Motwani told AFP.



"It is important to note... when other countries open up their doors and engage with
the Taliban it undercuts the legitimacy of the Afghan government and presents the
Taliban almost as a government in waiting."

Moscow, meanwhile, said it will bolster Tajikistan's military with arms and equipment
amid a "deteriorating" situation in Afghanistan after the Taliban recently captured a
border crossing with the Central Asian nation.

Next victims of rising crime? Democrats in 2022 midterms
Bernard Goldberg (opinion contributor) - The Hill

Violent crime is on the rise in America - and Democrats, with good cause, are
worried that they may be among the casualties.

Getty Images Next victims of rising crime? Democrats in 2022 midterms

And it's not only a surge in shoot-outs or drive-bys in our nation's capital and in
Chicago, Baltimore, and other big cities. NPR reports that "Many small cities that
typically have relatively few murders are seeing significant increases over last year.

Killings in Albuquerque, N.M., Austin, Texas, and Pittsburgh, for example, have
about doubled so far in 2021, while Portland, Ore., has had five times as many
murders compared to last year, according to data compiled by Jeff Asher, a crime
data analyst and co-founder of AH Datalytics."

All of those places are run by Democratic mayors; so are the bigger cities where
crime has surged. Add to that, that it's the left wing of the Democratic Party that
wants to "defund" the police, that it's progressive Democrats who came up with the
idea to "reimagine policing," and none of this bodes well for Democrats next year.
Voters don't like politicians who are soft on crime - and hard on cops.

According to Mike Berg, a spokesman for the National Republican Congressional
Committee, "Democrats across the country spent the last year defunding police
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departments, so they shouldn't be surprised when voters hold them responsible for the
spike in violent crime."

Democrats know they have a problem and that's why President Biden recently
spoke to law enforcement officials about the increase in violent crime in America. "It
seems like most of my career I've been dealing with this issue," he said.

"While there's no 'one-size-fits-all' approach, we know there are some things that
work, and the first of those that work is stemming the flow of firearms used to commit
violent crimes."

Liberals, like the president, think guns are the problem. Conservatives think criminals
are the problem.

It apparently is a lot easier for liberal Democrats to blame crime on guns than on the
people using them, many of whom are young men who grew up without fathers in
their homes and who are running wild in our cities. Blaming criminals might offend
progressives in the party who prefer to blame "racism" for just about everything.

It's not only violent gun crime that Democrats will have to deal with if they don't want
to get trounced in next year's midterm elections. You may have seen those news videos
of young men looting high-end stores in several big cities and casually walking out
onto the street with bags of merchandise.

They know there are no consequences; they know they won't be arrested and, on the
outside chance that they are, they know they won't go to jail. That's because they also
know something else: A lot of district attorneys - who also are progressive Democrats,
by the way - don't want to prosecute a whole array of crimes, which in a lot of places
includes stealing whatever crooks feel like stealing. All of this calls to mind the
"Broken Windows" theory of the 1980s.

In March of 1982, two social scientists, James Q. Wilson and George L Kelling, wrote
an essay in the Atlantic Monthly entitled, "Broken Windows." They wrote: "Social
psychologists and police officers tend to agree that if a window in a building is
broken and is left un-repaired, all the rest of the windows will soon be broken.

This is as true in nice neighborhoods as in rundown ones. Window-breaking does not
necessarily occur on a large scale because some areas are inhabited by determined
window-breakers whereas others are populated by window-lovers; rather, one
un-repaired broken window is a signal that no one cares, and so breaking more
windows costs nothing."

The thinking behind the Broken Windows theory is simple: Tackle problems when
they're small, or expect more broken windows - and worse. But if you repair the
window within a short period of time, the thinking goes, vandals will be less likely to
break more windows - or to move on to do even more damage.

There are skeptics who say the Broken Windows theory is bunk, that it doesn't cut
down on serious crime and that it leads to "over-policing," usually in minority
communities. That may be true.
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But common sense ought to tell us that if the authorities look the other way when
people get drunk in public, or urinate on the sidewalk, or jump turnstiles to get on
public transportation, or even shoplift, then a certain mentality takes over - a lawless
"I can get away with anything" mentality.

Politicians are nothing if not practical; their survival depends on knowing which way
the wind is blowing. And Democrats know that the voters they'll need to win next year
- moderate voters, especially college-educated women who live in the suburbs - may
return to the Republican Party if they believe Democrats can't handle the crime
problem. They know that, if this happens, they won't hold the House next year and
they may also lose control of the Senate.

The GOP has history on its side. Since World War II, the party in power has lost an
average of nearly 26 House seats and two Senate seats in a president's first term. This
time around, Republicans may also have crime on their side.

(Bernard Goldberg is an Emmy and an Alfred I. duPont-Columbia University
award-winning writer and journalist. He was a correspondent with HBO's "Real
Sports with Bryant Gumbel" for 22 years and previously worked as a reporter for
CBS News and as an analyst for Fox News. He is the author of five books and
publishes exclusive weekly columns, audio commentaries and Q&As on his Patreon
page. Follow him on Twitter @BernardGoldberg.)

China says Taliban expected to play 'important' Afghan peace role
Reuters

KABUL (Reuters) -China told a visiting Taliban delegation on Wednesday it expected
the insurgent group to play an important role in ending Afghanistan's war and
rebuilding the country, the Chinese foreign ministry said.

Reuters/Ibrahem Alomari FILE PHOTO: Taliban delegates speak during talks
between the Afghan government and Taliban insurgents in Doha, Qatar
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Nine Taliban representatives met Foreign Minister Wang Yi in the northern Chinese
city of Tianjin on a two-day visit during which the peace process and security issues
were discussed, a Taliban spokesperson said.

Wang said the Taliban is expected to "play an important role in the process of
peaceful reconciliation and reconstruction in Afghanistan", according to a readout of
the meeting from the foreign ministry.

He also said that he hoped the Taliban would crack down on the East Turkestan
Islamic Movement as it was a "direct threat to China's national security," according
to the readout, referring to a group China says is active in the Xinjiang region in
China’s far west.

The visit was likely to further cement the insurgent group's recognition on the
international stage at a sensitive time even as violence increases in Afghanistan.

The militants have a political office in Qatar where peace talks are taking place and
this month sent representatives to Iran where they had meetings with an Afghan
government delegation.

Reuters/POOL Spokesman for the Taliban's political office Mohammad Naeem
attends the Afghan peace conference in Moscow

"Politics, economy and issues related to the security of both countries and the current
situation of Afghanistan and the peace process were discussed in the meetings,"
Taliban spokesperson Mohammed Naeem tweeted about the China visit.

Naeem added that the group, led by Taliban negotiator and deputy leader Mullah
Baradar Akhund, was also meeting China's special envoy for Afghanistan and that the
trip took place after an invitation from Chinese authorities.



Security in Afghanistan, with which China shares a border, has been deteriorating
fast as the United States withdraws its troops by September. The Taliban has
launched a flurry of offensives, taking districts and border crossings around the
country while peace talks in Qatar's capital have not made substantive progress.

"(The) delegation assured China that they will not allow anyone to use Afghan soil
against China," Naeem said. "China also reiterated its commitment of continuation of
their assistance with Afghans and said they will not interfere in Afghanistan's issues
but will help to solve the problems and restoration of peace in the country."

(Reporting by Kabul bureau; Additional reporting by Beijing bureau; Editing by
Kevin Liffey, William Maclean)

Immigrant advocacy groups pull out of US effort to identify vulnerable migrants amid
standstill over border restrictions
By Priscilla Alvarez - CNN

Immigrant advocacy organizations that quietly agreed to work with the Biden
administration to identify vulnerable migrants in Mexico amid border restrictions are
pulling out of that effort, frustrated with the lack of clarity over when a Trump-era
policy will be reversed.

Paul Ratje/AFP/Getty Images Migrants who were sent back to Mexico under Title 42
wait in line for food and supplies in a camp across the US-Mexico border earlier this
month.

It's the latest indication of tensions bubbling up between the administration and some
of its allies over immigration policy, as border authorities continue to rely on a public
health order linked to the pandemic that allows them to turn migrants away. Since
last October, US Border Patrol has expelled 751,844 migrants under the authority.
Despite wide condemnation of former President Donald Trump's restrictive
immigration policies, the Biden administration has continued to lean on the public
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health order, citing health concerns, and has repeatedly warned migrants not to
journey to the US southern border. That's put officials at odds with allies who have
implored Biden to ease border restrictions.
Now those organizations that had stepped in to assist the administration are calling it
quits.
In May, the Biden administration had shown signs of easing up and announced plans
to coordinate with nongovernmental organizations to identify vulnerable migrant
families in Mexico and allow them to enter the US, instead of turning them away, in a
streamlined process.

A Department of Homeland Security spokesperson said at the time that the
department was setting up a process in close coordination with international and
nongovernmental organizations to identify and lawfully process particularly
vulnerable individuals who warranted humanitarian exceptions under the order.

The effort was intended to be temporary, according to members of the consortium.
"The commitment on our side was until the end of this month, with the understanding
that Title 42 will be lifted," said Rachel Levitan, vice president of international
programs at HIAS. The refugee assistance group, which has been one of the larger
entities involved, will stop participating at the end of August.

"It's been really tough. We've been really happy to be part of some kind of solution to
get people over, but at the end of the day all these folks need to come over," Levitan
added.

CNN previously reported that the time line to wind down the policy was in flux due to
increasing concerns about rising Covid-19 cases and highly contagious variants. The
administration has decided to keep the order in effect for now, according to a source
familiar with the matter.

HIAS recently conveyed its position in an email to members of the consortium. "In
light of the lack of justification of keeping Title 42 in place for health reasons, and the
threat of supporting a system that externalizes US asylum in violation of international
human rights law, HIAS will discontinue its Title 42 referrals August 31, 2021," the
organization said. HIAS is using the month of August to close out work with pending
cases.

Similarly, the International Rescue Committee is stepping away, according to Meghan
Lopez, its regional vice president for Latin America.

"IRC entered into this process with the very explicit understanding and
communication that this was a temporary measure only," Lopez told CNN. "We very
much wanted to be part of the solution of moving people toward the fair and just
consideration under asylum." Among the reasons that factored into the decision were
concerns over the safety of staff and clients and the continued use of the public health
order past July.

Only those cases that remain in the organization's backlog will continue to be
processed after July, Lopez said. CNN has reached out to DHS for comment.

https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/22/politics/biden-border-restrictions/index.html


The frustration with the Biden administration's reliance on the public health order
extends across organizations.

"As it became harder and harder to get any firm commitments from the Biden
administration about when this is going to end, it became worrisome," said Daniel
Berlin, deputy director of Asylum Access Mexico, which had also been involved in the
effort to identify migrants -- until it pulled out in June. The group primarily works
with asylum seekers in Mexico, and only a small fraction of those it works with were
eligible.
The public health order remains the subject of litigation. Since February, plaintiffs in
a case concerning families subject to the order have been in negotiations with the
government. As part of the litigation, the American Civil Liberties Union has referred
some families to be admitted to the United States, though those referrals are paused
for a few days as the organization sorts through a backlog.

"It's been critical that we've been able to get thousands of families into the United
States through the humanitarian exemptions built into Title 42, but ultimately, the
goal of the litigation is to end Title 42," said the ACLU's Lee Gelernt, lead attorney in
the litigation over the public health order. "If that goal is no longer feasible, then we
would likely have no choice but to go back to court."

The number of migrant families expelled from the US has declined over recent months.
In June, for example, 8,070 families were turned away at the US-Mexico border,
down from 9,145 in May, according to US Customs and Border Protection data.
Unaccompanied children are exempt from the policy.

But attorneys and advocates warn that those turned away are put in harm's way,
given the dangers of attacks and risk of exploitation in northern Mexico.

The Biden administration has not provided a time line on next steps. An immigration
blueprint released by the White House this week made no mention of the public health
order and its future.

The predictable collapse of the Afghan Air Force is happening in real time
Jeff Schogol - Task & Purpose

President Joe Biden has vowed that the United States will make sure the Afghans
“have the capacity to maintain their air force,” but signs have emerged that the
Afghan Air Force is already falling apart.
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Provided by Task & Purpose An Afghan pilot conducts training in an A-29 Super
Tucano over Kabul. (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Maygan Straight)

Provided by Task & Purpose An Afghan Air Force UH-60A Black Hawk assigned to
the 2nd Wing Afghan Air Force, conducts dust off landing practice on Dec. 10, 2018,

as a part of Train, Advise and Assist Command-Air's (TAAC-Air) mission at
Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan. The mission of TAAC-Air is to train, advise and

assist Afghan partners to develop a professional, capable and sustainable Afghan Air
Force. (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Maygan Straight)

About one-third of the Afghan Air Force’s 160 aircraft can no longer fly because they
lack spare parts since the United States withdrew its contractors from the country,
Afghan lawmaker Haji Ajmal Rahmani reportedly said during a recent webinar
sponsored by the State Department Correspondents Association.



Provided by Task & Purpose An Afghan A-29 pilot prepared for flight in the cockpit
of his aircraft Sept. 10, 2017, at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan. Designed to operate
in high temperature and in extremely rugged terrain, the A-29 Super Tucano is highly
maneuverable 4th generation weapons system capable of delivering precision guided
munitions. It can fly at low speeds and low altitudes, is easy to fly, and provides
exceptionally accurate weapons delivery. It is currently in service with 10 different
air forces around the world. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Alexander W. Riedel)

The Afghan Air Force has also run out of laser-guided precision munitions, Rahmani
said.
“It's not low — it's actually out of stock,” the Washington Examiner quoted Rahmani
as saying at the July 23 event.

None of this is surprising.
An Afghan Air Force UH-60A Black Hawk assigned to the 2nd Wing Afghan Air
Force, conducts dust off landing practice on Dec. 10, 2018, as a part of Train, Advise
and Assist Command-Air's (TAAC-Air) mission at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan.
The mission of TAAC-Air is to train, advise and assist Afghan partners to develop a
professional, capable and sustainable Afghan Air Force. (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior
Airman Maygan Straight)



Provided by Task & Purpose KANDAHAR AIRFIELD (May 8, 2018) -- An Afghan Air
Force member inspects a UH-60 Black Hawk as air crews prepare for their first
Afghan-led operational mission on this aircraft May 8, 2018, Kandahar Air Field,
Afghanistan. The mission, which was in support of the elections, occurred just one
day after the crews graduated from Mission Qualification Training. (U.S. Air Force

photo/1st Lt. Erin Recanzone)

The Afghan Air Force has come a long way over the past two decades. Its fleet was
initially limited to Russian-made transport and attack helicopters. In 2010,
accusations emerged that Afghan pilots were smuggling opium and weapons. The
following year, an Afghan Air Force colonel killed nine Americans in the deadliest
insider attack of the war.

The U.S. Air Force also wasted more than $500 million on 20 Italian-made transport
aircraft for the Afghans, which became unusable due to problems getting spare parts
and related issues. The planes were eventually scrapped and the metal was sold for
about $40,000.

Since then, the Afghan Air Force has become an effective fighting force. It currently
has 162 aircraft, of which as many as 143 were mission-capable as of March 31,
according to a Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction report from
April.

The Afghans have a fleet of aircraft that includes 23 A-29 Super Tucano light attack
aircraft to provide close air support, the report said. Those A-29s replaced the
Afghan Air Force’s Russian-made Mi-35 attack helicopters.
The U.S. government has also vowed to provide the Afghans with 37 UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopters to supplement the 42 Black Hawks they already have.
An Afghan A-29 pilot prepared for flight in the cockpit of his aircraft Sept. 10, 2017,
at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Alexander W.
Riedel)
But the U.S. military has been forced to completely retrain Afghan aircrews on how to
use Black Hawk helicopters, and that has delayed the Afghan Air Force’s ability to
sustain itself, John F. Sopko, the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction, previously told Task & Purpose.

Moreover, the Afghan Air Force has relied exclusively on contractors to sustain many
of its American-made aircraft, including their Black Hawks and Super Tucanos. When
the United States withdrew contractors from Afghanistan, it did not take long for
mission-capable rates to plunge.

In fact, the U.S. military’s Train, Advise, and Assist Command – Air estimated that
without contractor support the Afghan Air Force would be unable to keep their
aircraft combat effective beyond a few months, Sopko said.

The Taliban has also launched a concerted effort to assassinate Afghan pilots,
potentially depriving the Kabul government of the one military advantage it has.
An Afghan Air Force member inspects a UH-60 Black Hawk as air crews prepare for
their first Afghan-led operational mission on this aircraft May 8, 2018, Kandahar
(U.S. Air Force photo/1st Lt. Erin Recanzone.)



Jack McCain, a former advisor to the Afghan Air Force and son of the late Sen. John
McCain (R-Ariz.), has described the Afghan pilots whom he worked with as “brave
beyond measure.”

“We often had occasions where those pilots would remain in a landing zone, under
fire, so wounded could be loaded,” McCain previously told Task & Purpose. “They
are asked to fly to the toughest places in Afghanistan, on a regular basis, and do so
day in and day out. I’ve never seen the like.”

But with the Afghan Air Force running low on ordnance and desperate for
maintenance, someone has to pick up the slack. For right now, that someone is the
U.S. military.

“The United States has increased airstrikes in the support of Afghan forces over the
last several days, and we're prepared to continue this heightened level of support in
the coming weeks if the Taliban continue their attacks,” Marine Gen. Kenneth
McKenzie Jr., head of U.S. Central Command, said on July 25.

The U.S. military is also prepared to have Afghan aircraft taken to a third country
where they can be refurbished and repaired and then returned to the Afghan Air
Force, McKenzie told reporters at a news conference in Kabul.

So far, U.S. government officials have not said publicly where that “over the horizon”
maintenance of Afghan aircraft might take place. In the meantime, the remaining
American contractors are using Zoom to teach Afghan maintainers how to repair
their aircraft in anticipation of the final withdrawal of contractor support, J.P.
Lawrence of Stars and Stripes recently reported.

“I'm not going to kid you and say it's going to be easy,” McKenzie said. “It will be far
more difficult than it was in the past. And we think we have a path to do that.”

Step inside SERE School, where military grade hide-and-seek meets life-and-death
struggle. An Army veteran was told she never served. Her viral response was the
ultimate mic drop.

In case you were wondering: No, Russia’s new fighter jet can’t fly at twice the speed
of light. This Afghan interpreter became an American soldier. Now he’s on a mission
to save his family. A gamer leaked classified tank specs online so he could win a
dumb argument.

(Want to write for Task & Purpose? Learn more here and be sure to check out more
great stories on our homepage.)

Washington mayor proposes hiring 170 additional officers after city defunded police
Jake Dima - CNN



Provided by Washington Examiner

Washington, D.C., Mayor Muriel Bowser is proposing hiring 170 additional officers
after the city's effort to defund law enforcement last year led to a freeze in
acquisitions.

The Metropolitan Police Department normally brings on 250 new officers a year,
though in fiscal year 2021, top brass was only able to gain 42 officers: 21 cadets who
later become recruits, 12 reinstatement, eight senior officers, and one leadership
official after local leaders in June 2020 voted to slash $15 million from its budget,
Bowser said. Since the dip in hirings, members of the force have been working
overtime to make up for a lack of officers.

"Right now, I have directed MPD to use any overtime necessary to meet our public
safety demands. But we know that is not a complete solution or the right long-term
solution," the Democratic mayor said in a statement on Wednesday.

"We also know we need all of our officers to be fresh, rested, and in the best position
to make good decisions — and that requires having a full force to meet all of our
community’s needs. The department is in a good position to make additional hires and
move swiftly to close the gap between attrition and hiring, and that’s what this plan is
going to help us do."

The slash in funding prevented MPD from hosting "any recruit classes at the Police
Academy this year," even as residents "continue to ask for a strong, sustained" law
enforcement presence amid a perceived rise in "gun violence," Bowser said.

To support the hiring of officers, the mayor will send an $11 million supplemental
budget for the purpose of training and hiring 20 additional officers in fiscal year
2021 and another 150 in fiscal year 2022. Her budget increase will need to be
approved by City Council members before it can take effect.
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The city has seen several violent incidents in recent days. Last week, gunshots rang
out in a high-end community in Washington in broad daylight. MPD later told
the Washington Examiner that a call came in at roughly 8:20 p.m. about the shooting,
which took place near 14th Street and Riggs Street Northwest. Two adult males were
conscious and breathing, the spokesperson added. One was shot in the arm and
another in the chest.

The scare came less than a week after a shooting near Nationals Park occurred on
Saturday, during which three people were wounded near the baseball stadium.
Bystanders were seen jetting out of the stadium as mass panic ensued.

As of Wednesday, the city has seen a 4% rise in homicides compared to the same time
frame in 2020, with a 24% increase in motor vehicle theft, according to MPD data.
Sex abuse and assault with a deadly weapon have somewhat decreased during this
time period, though robbery and thefts from vehicles have increased slightly, the
MPD table shows.

Democratic strongholds throughout the country moved to reform police departments,
often restricting funding in accordance with the "defund the police" movement, which
has gained momentum in the aftermath of high-profile deaths connected to the Black
Lives Matter movement.

Blinken takes light touch on Pegasus scandal as India talks send warning to China
Joel Gehrke - Examiner

NEW DELHI — Secretary of State Antony Blinken gave India’s democracy his stamp
of approval following a recent scandal involving the alleged surveillance of
journalists, threading a needle between President Joe Biden’s pledge to champion
human rights and a long-term goal to secure India’s assistance in countering threats
from China.

Provided by Washington Examiner
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“We view Indian democracy as a force for good in defense of a free and open
Indo-Pacific,” Blinken told reporters Wednesday. “We also recognize that every
democracy, starting with our own, is a work in progress. And when we discuss these
issues, I certainly do it from a starting point of humility. We see the challenges that
our own democracy has faced in the past and faces today.”

That light-touch approach followed an extensive set of closed-door meetings with
senior Indian officials on hot-button foreign policy topics ranging from the pandemic
to the ramifications of America's withdrawal from neighboring Afghanistan.

The alignment between strategists in Washington and New Delhi was underscored by
Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, who made a point of dismissing
China’s complaints about India’s participation in the so-called Quad alongside the
United States, Japan, and Australia.

“Any parameter you use, it's very visible that India has interests in the Indo-Pacific,”
Jaishankar replied during a press conference with Blinken when asked to respond to
Chinese officials who regard the Quad as a nascent NATO-style bloc for the region.
“I think people need to get over the idea that somehow other countries doing things is
directed against them.”

Left unstated was the fact that the Quad countries agree that China’s assertive
foreign policy represents a threat to those interests. Chinese officials have denounced
the Quad as a sign of “the Cold War mentality of the U.S.,” but Jaishankar
sharpened his point by implying that such complaints are hypocritical, given a
long-standing desire to see Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa coordinate
to offset Western economic clout.

“For groups of countries to work together is not strange; this is the history of
international relations,” Jaishankar said. “Groups of countries work together in the
same region ... or they sometimes work together where they can find intersections of
interests. The BRICS is one such example.”

Blinken struck a similar note. “What we're doing together is coordinating, pooling
our resources, pooling our thinking, and actively collaborating on a whole variety of
issues that have an impact on the lives of our people,” he said.

Biden’s administration has coordinated a major coronavirus vaccine production
initiative through the Quad, which U.S. officials hope will provide as many as 1
billion vaccines to people throughout the Indo-Pacific region. “What the Quad is not
is a military alliance,” Blinken added. “It is not that.”

Indian officials nevertheless have expanded their military cooperation with other
members of the Quad, and Jaishankar touted the Quad as key to their long-term
strategy in the region.

“Peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific is as important for both of us as democratic
stability in Afghanistan,” he said in prepared remarks prior to his meeting with
Blinken.
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“Deepening the Quad as a collaborative platform is in our mutual interest, and we
must work together even more closely on key contemporary challenges like terrorism,
climate change, pandemics, and resilient supply chains.”

Original Author: Joel Gehrke

Who is Qin Gang? China's New Ambassador to the U.S. Has Formidable Reputation
John Feng - Newsweek

The Chinese Embassy in Washington has a new leader whose first-ever
ambassadorship starts during a low point in U.S.-China relations and amid increased
scrutiny on Beijing, but Qin Gang's record suggests he is nothing if not a staunch
defender of his government's policies—particularly in highly sensitive areas that still
remain as contentious as ever today.

CNS/AFP via Getty Images File photo: Chinese diplomat Qin Gang, who was
announced as his country's new ambassador to the United States on July 28, 2021.

A career diplomat of over three decades, Qin joined China's Foreign Ministry in 1988
and latterly served as its minister for Europe, publicity and protocol, arranging
foreign trips for President Xi Jinping and receiving foreign dignitaries in Beijing.

His most notable public-facing roles were two stints as Foreign Ministry
spokesperson between 2005 and 2014. There he earned a reputation for staring down
journalists and pushing back against any perceived criticism of Chinese government
policy.

In 2010, before he left the country for a one-year posting at the Chinese Embassy in
London, Qin recounted to a local newspaper how he "counterattacked" reporters at
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his press conferences, appearing to set the tone for successors who subsequently filled
his role as spokesperson.

The 55-year-old former Vice Foreign Minister arrived in Washington, D.C., on
Wednesday to fill the vacancy left by the long-serving former Chinese Ambassador
Cui Tiankai. He now occupies what is arguably China's most important foreign
posting, at a time when U.S.-China ties have been described as being in their worst
state since bilateral relations were formalized in 1979.

"I believe that the door of China-U.S. relations, which is already open, cannot be
closed. This is the trend of the world, the call of the times, and the will of the people,"
Qin told a select group of Chinese and American journalists upon his arrival,
according to a readout on the embassy's website.
"The China-U.S. relationship has once again come to a new critical juncture, facing
not only many difficulties and challenges but also great opportunities and potentials,"
he added, striking an upbeat tone and promising to "build bridges."
Back in China, meanwhile, Qin's appointment has been portrayed by some corners of
the media as a sign that Beijing was ready to meet the Biden administration's tougher
line with a similarly resolute diplomatic outlook.

Strained Relationship With the U.S.
Despite being a veteran diplomat, Qin's record might not suggest any obvious
expertise on U.S. affairs. It's unclear whether he can repair China's strained
relationship with Washington amid intense competition over technology and influence,
and while continuing to clash over fundamental values like human rights.

What he certainly can be counted on, it would seem, is to demand respect for China
while offering a comprehensive defense of Beijing's domestic and foreign policies, this
time from the front line. The phrase "Wolf Warrior" diplomat describing an official
who is not afraid to respond with harsh or even controversial rhetoric—had yet to
emerge when Qin was still Foreign Ministry spokesperson.

Earlier this year, however, he offered a defense of his government's turn to a more
hawkish posture, telling the press in February that Chinese diplomats had to stand up
to and reject "frenzied attacks" against the country. Those who sought to smear China,
he said, were the real "evil wolves."

Some of his more colorful remarks as spokesperson came during rebuttals about
China's policies in Tibet and Xinjiang, two highly charged subjects that still remain in
the spotlight, mostly recently following Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman's
two-day visit to Tianjin on Sunday and Monday.

In November 2009, after reports emerged that former President Barack
Obama planned to meet the exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama, Qin compared
China's annexation of Tibet to Abraham Lincoln's emancipation of slaves in America,
a point he felt Obama, as a "Black president," would "of course understand."

In July the following year, Qin told reporters to start basing their reports about Tibet
and Xinjiang on "facts instead of illusions." In March 2014, Qin dismissed
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international concerns over China's growing military spending and its lack of
transparency.

The People's Liberation Army wouldn't remain "boy scouts" forever, he said.
Qin, who tweeted Wednesday that he would observe 14-days of self-quarantine at his
residence, replaced the previous ambassador after a one-month window. Meanwhile,
the U.S. Embassy in Beijing has been without an ambassador for over nine months.

I've been raped, beaten and held under house arrest for fighting for my Sahrawi
people
Opinion by Sultana Sidibrahim Khaya - CNN

Earlier this month, the Biden administration reaffirmed the United States'
recognition of Morocco's sovereignty over Western Sahara, a disputed region on the
northwest coast of Africa. The United Nations calls Western Sahara
a "non-self-governing territory"; I call it home. My home is under occupation and my
people, the Sahrawis, are under attack, and the US position on Western Sahara
legitimizes this occupation and will be used as license for further attacks. I know this
because I have lived it.

Courtesy Sultana Khaya Sultana Sidibrahim Khaya: 'We remain strong, our will
unshaken, and we will persevere with our peaceful resistance'

As an outspoken advocate for self-determination in Western Sahara, I have long been
a target for the occupying Moroccan government. I have been beaten, tortured, and
abducted by Moroccan police while engaged in peaceful protests; after a particularly
violent assault in 2007, I lost my right eye.

Because I refuse to be silenced, Morocco stepped up its efforts against me late last
year. On November 19, while driving to my home in Boujdour, I was stopped at a
police and military checkpoint. The authorities forced me into a police car and took
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me to a nearby police station, where I was interrogated, sexually assaulted, and told
to go home and not to speak to anyone.

I arrived home soon thereafter to find it surrounded by 21 police vehicles and
numerous officers, who physically pushed me into the house. I have been forcibly
confined to the house ever since.

My de facto house arrest, which is now in its ninth month, has absolutely no legal
basis -- I have never been shown a court order authorizing my detention or informed
of any criminal charges against me.

The Moroccan government has told Amnesty International that I'm not under house
arrest and denied a statement by the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of
Human Rights Defenders that included details of the assaults, saying that the
rapporteur's statement "interferes with the ongoing debates in the framework of the
47th Session of the Human Rights Council" and "do not fit at all with the framework
of dialogue and mutual respect" it expected at the UN. Meanwhile, the occupying
Moroccan forces appear determined to not just detain me unlawfully, but to harass,
torture, and perhaps even kill me.

Moroccan police, military, and other security agents maintain a constant presence
outside the house and prevent anyone from leaving or coming in, even to bring food.
They cut the electricity in mid-April. Police throw a toxic, foul-smelling liquid into the
house on a near-daily basis, making it difficult to breathe. They frequently (and
explicitly) threaten to kill me.

Moroccan authorities have also repeatedly raided the home and brutally assaulted me,
my sister, my brother, and my mother. In May, during one such raid, Moroccan
agents raped my sister and I -- in a barbaric message, they penetrated my sister using
the broomstick that we use to wave the Western Sahara flag. Despite all this, I
continue to wave the Western Sahara flag from my rooftop every day -- an act of
resistance that may end up costing me my life.

Unfortunately, my story is just one of many. Morocco's repression of the Sahrawi
people, and Sahrawi human rights defenders in particular, is well documented.
The Sahrawis have struggled under Moroccan occupation since 1975, and this
repression will continue until the occupation is ended. And while the United Nations
Security Council supports giving the people of Western Sahara the chance to
determine their own future through a referendum, Morocco has refused to allow the
referendum to take place, depriving us of the chance to exercise our right to
self-determination.

My situation is desperate. On Wednesday, my international legal team submitted my
case to the U.N. Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, urging it to find I am being
detained illegally and to demand my immediate release. However, in order to secure
justice for me and the Sahrawi people, I also need help from the US.

First, the Biden administration should immediately acknowledge Morocco's
occupation for what it is -- an occupation -- and stop recognizing Morocco's
sovereignty over Western Sahara. This recognition -- originally announced by
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President Donald Trump via tweet in December 2020 -- runs contrary to decades
of established US policy on Western Sahara.
When President Biden took over, we who are fighting for self-determination hoped
that he might fix this. However, as recently as July 1, the State Department
reiterated that there is no change in the administration's policy. The Biden
administration has claimed that human rights are central to its foreign policy -- this is
difficult to believe while it sides with Morocco in its occupation of Western Sahara
and its repression of the Sahrawi people.

Second, as part of its reengagement with the United Nations Human Rights Council,
the US should press forcefully for a referendum on self-determination in Western
Sahara. The U.N. General Assembly reaffirmed the right to self-determination of the
people of Western Sahara as far back as 1966, when it was still referred to as
"Spanish Sahara," and the U.N. Security Council unanimously established a mission
to coordinate a referendum on self-determination for the people of Western Sahara in
1991.

The US, for its part, has consistently voted in favor of Security Council resolutions
seeking a referendum on self-determination. Since President Biden has advocated for
a return to a rule-based international order, the US should take the lead to ensure
that the long-promised referendum is finally held and the results are honored.

And third, the U.S. should make the protection of human rights in occupied Western
Sahara and self-determination for the Sahrawi people key issues in its bilateral
relationship with Morocco. For example, the readout from a recent call between US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Moroccan Foreign Minister Nasser Bourita
shows that while Blinken encouraged Morocco to reaffirm its commitment to human
rights, the readout omitted any mention of Western Sahara or the right of its people to
self-determination.

For any productive change to occur, Morocco needs to know that its powerful allies
care about both. I cannot find the words to describe the endless suffering that I
personally, and the Sahrawi people more generally, have endured under this violent
occupation. But we remain strong, our will unshaken, and we will persevere with our
peaceful resistance.

Taliban surge an ‘existential crisis’ for Afghan gov’t: Watchdog
Al Jazeera

The Afghan government faces an “existential crisis” after the Taliban doubled its
attacks following the February 2020 deal with the United States, a watchdog report
says.
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Provided by Al Jazeera A handout photo released by Taliban Media shows its fighters
patrolling in a tactical vehicle captured from Afghan security forces [File: Taliban

Media/EPA]

The report (PDF), published on Thursday, said Taliban attacks on Afghan targets
surged from 6,700 in the three months up to the Doha agreement to 13,242 in the
September-November 2020 period.

Attacks have stayed above 10,000 in each subsequent three-month period, according
to the report by the US Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction
(SIGAR).

While the rise in attacks has long been clear, data was previously available to
demonstrate how intense the rebels’ offensive had become.
The US agreed to withdraw all troops from Afghanistan with the expectation that the
Taliban would negotiate a peace deal with the Kabul government.
Since then, the Taliban-government talks have stalled but the US has steadily pulled
out troops to a level of only several hundred now, with an August 31 deadline for full
withdrawal.

The SIGAR report makes clear that the Doha agreement, instead of propelling
Taliban-Kabul talks, unleashed a Taliban offensive that caught government forces
unprepared and increased the number of civilian deaths.

Over the period of January to March of 2020, there were 510 civilian deaths and 799
injuries, the report said, quoting data from the US-NATO joint force in Afghanistan.
After that the numbers surged, hitting a high of 1,058 deaths and 1,959 injured in the
third quarter of 2020 and continuing at high levels.

The latest data, for April and May this year, showed 705 civilian deaths and 1,330
casualties, the SIGAR report said.
“The overall trend is clearly unfavourable to the Afghan government, which could
face an existential crisis if it isn’t addressed and reversed,” said the inspector general,
John Sopko.

https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2021-07-30qr.pdf


He said the report offered a sobering picture that contrasted with “the pervasiveness
of overoptimism” that characterized US-led efforts to rebuild and strengthen
Afghanistan and the cost of hundreds of billions of dollars to the US government.
“The news coming out of Afghanistan this quarter has been bleak,” the report said.

Afghan air force overstretched
Faced by a new Taliban offensive, the report said, the Afghan government security
force “appeared surprised and unready, and is now on its backfoot”.

“Particularly concerning was the speed and ease with which the Taliban seemingly
wrested control of districts in Afghanistan’s northern provinces, once a bastion of
anti-Taliban sentiment.”

Provided by Al Jazeera Courtesy: Afghanistan Analysts Network

The Afghan air force, considered to be one of the few remaining advantages the
government in Kabul has in the fight against the Taliban, is increasingly
overstretched, said the watchdog.

All Afghan aircraft were operating at 25 percent over their recommended scheduled
maintenance intervals, with five out of seven aircraft experiencing decreases in
readiness in June alone, says the SIGAR report.



The agency said that, for example, the fleet of AC-208 light attack combat aircraft
had maintained 93-per-cent readiness between April and May, but that the indicator
decreased to 63 percent in June.
SIGAR added that all Afghan aircraft and crew were “overtasked” due to increased
requests for air support, intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance, and resupply
missions.
The decrease in readiness coincides with an increase in offensives by the Taliban and
a near-complete US exit from the war-torn country.

Biden is turning back Haitian migrants at sea, echoing a shameful chapter in US
history
Nicole Narea - Vox

The US could soon be facing dual migrant crises stemming from unrest in Haiti and
Cuba. In response, the Biden administration has preemptively warned migrants not to
try to come to the US by boat.

Joe Raedle/Getty Images Haitians sit aboard a US Coast Guard vessel after their
group of 188 were picked up December 3, 2001, when their overloaded boat ran

aground off the South Florida coast about 10 miles south of Miami.

Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas recently confirmed that any
migrants intercepted by the US Coast Guard off US shores will not be allowed to
enter the country — they will be turned back or, if they express fear of returning to
their home countries, repatriated to a third country.

“The time is never right to attempt migration by sea,” Mayorkas said in a press
conference earlier this month. “To those who risk their lives doing so, this risk is not
worth taking. Allow me to be clear: If you take to the sea, you will not come to the
United States.”
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The policy isn’t new. Past administrations, both Republican and Democratic, have
employed this interdiction approach to prevent Caribbean migrants from reaching US
shores. But although it was always done under the pretense of protecting migrants
from the very real dangers of that journey, it resulted in many Haitians being
returned to certain peril in their home country over the years and, under the
administrations of Presidents George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton, languishing in
what one federal judge called a “prison camp” at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where
they were held after being intercepted at sea.

Naomi Paik, a professor at the University of Illinois Chicago, studied testimonies
from those migrants for her book Rightlessness: Testimony and Redress in US Prison
Camps Since World War II. So I called her up to ask her more about the US’s history
of intercepting Haitian migrant boats, what became of the migrants held at
Guantanamo, and how the Biden administration can better address the humanitarian
needs of Haitian migrants coming to the US today.

Our conversation, edited for length and clarity, is below.

Nicole Narea
When have we seen the US interdicting Caribbean migrants coming by boat before?
A. Naomi Paik
We’ve already been doing this for a long time, particularly against Haitian migrants.
This is not a new idea. It is a bipartisan issue promoted by both Democrats and
Republicans. And so Biden is basically drawing on this tool of interdiction that has
been well-developed.

The policy originated under Ronald Reagan. He brokered a deal so that the Haitian
government would accept returnees and restrict migration between the US and Haiti.
The concern over Haitian migrants has been a longstanding one over multiple
administrations, but Reagan added that transnational piece where we patrol
international waters for the specific purpose of turning away migrants.

George H.W. Bush escalated the interdiction program in the early ’90s after the coup
d’état against [Haitian President] Jean-Bertrand Aristide. The coup targeted large
swaths of civil society. Tens of thousands of Haitians were forced to leave their homes.
And so he authorized the [US] Coast Guard to interdict migrants and then turn them
back.

Nicole Narea
Is this practice legal?
A. Naomi Paik
The legitimacy of [Bush’s policy] was challenged in court. It was a series of three
cases filed by Haitian migration advocates against the US state for turning them back
right away and for indefinite detention at Guantanamo. Those cases went all the way
to the Supreme Court, which ruled that it was within the powers of the president.

It’s a violation of the principle of non-return in international refugee law. It’s also an
infringement on the law of international waters because we’re basically using
international waters as borderlands and policing it as if it is the United States.

https://twitter.com/jherrerx/status/1415080366302322688?s=20
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Nicole Narea
I know you’ve written about the detentions at Guantanamo. Could you describe what
the conditions were like?
A. Naomi Paik
The camp at its peak had tens of thousands of migrants. It was very makeshift in its
architecture and its provisions for the migrants. You had these large tents set up on
this airfield that was no longer active. But as more and more people started coming,
they didn’t even have cots. They were sleeping on the ground on cardboard, and the
food provisions were sparse.

There was a large ad hoc bureaucracy that was managed primarily by the US military
but also had to involve immigration authorities and translators to facilitate interviews
[for potential protections in the US] and match people who passed their interview
with family members in the US.

But there’s another iteration of the camp that was much smaller, that had several
hundred detainees who could not go back to Haiti by international law because they
had passed their asylum interviews, but they weren’t allowed into the United States
because some of them or their family members were found to be HIV-positive.

Instead of being under these large tents, they had cabins, but there was no glass in the
windows, no partitions setting off rooms for privacy. They were exposed to the
weather and the elements. The food was really terrible. Some of the migrants would
talk about how the food was spoiled and had maggots in it.

These people were stuck in Guantanamo for years, waiting for these court cases to
work their way through the courts. They put a lot of hope in President Bill Clinton,
because during the campaign he said that he was going to let them go, that this was a
terrible stain on the US.

And then when he was elected, he did nothing. The only exit that they were offered
was to go back to Haiti. All of them were at risk of dying if they returned, so there was
really no choice at all.

Nicole Narea
What ultimately happened to the Haitians who were detained there?
A. Naomi Paik
The vast majority of migrants who passed through Guantanamo were returned to
Haiti. A much smaller percentage were able to be paroled into the United States
because they passed their asylum interviews.

A court case that challenged indefinite detention at Guantanamo was actually
successful at the district court level. A judge ruled in favor of the migrants, basically
saying that the US government either had to make the camp livable — providing real
health care, real housing, education — or they had to release the migrants to
anywhere but Haiti. And so [the Clinton administration] decided to release the
migrants into the United States because there were no third countries that wanted to
take them.

https://www.nytimes.com/1993/01/15/world/clinton-says-us-will-continue-ban-on-haitian-exodus.html
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Nicole Narea
Could the US ever use Guantanamo as a migrant detention camp again?
A. Naomi Paik
That case gave the Clinton administration political cover to allow Haitian migrants
into the United States. But the Justice Department also threatened to appeal the
decision to a higher court, which would have risked [the migrants’ lawyers] losing
and having all their clients stay in detention for the duration of the appeal.

So they brokered a deal. The US government said, “We’ll let these migrants in. But
we want to keep some flexibility. We don’t want this decision by the lower court to
have any precedent. So we’ve vacated the precedent.”

And so that is a really important court case in terms of thinking about what’s
happening at Guantanamo now. The torture memos that enabled the use of
Guantanamo [to detain terrorism suspects after 9/11] cite that case and say that
because the precedent has been vacated, this site can be used for indefinite detention.

There have been contingency plans around having a migrant camp at Guantanamo.
So it’s always been in the US’s toolbox for migration management.

Nicole Narea
How can the Biden administration do better this time around when it comes to
Haitian migrants?
A. Naomi Paik
This is the bigger question about migration altogether — not even just for migrants
who travel by sea or asylum seekers from the Caribbean. We as a country need to
hold ourselves accountable for creating those conditions that force people to move
out from their homelands.

And so, to me, it seems to be the most logical to not base this system around detention,
social control, and exclusion. I think some of the most repressive policies in US
migration policy today have been innovated against Haitian migrants, like [extending
migration control beyond] US territorial space.

We now do this with Mexico and with Central America, paying other governments to
do our border restriction for us. And what’s most troubling is that it’s kind of growing
and spreading well beyond the United States — look at Australia’s policies or
Europe’s in the Mediterranean, for instance.
We have to get rid of the idea that migrants are problems to be controlled and
expelled, and think about migrants as people who are leaving because of things that
we’ve done to where they live.

Nicole Narea
You talk in your book about US imperialism being at the root of Haiti’s instability and
out-migration. Could you describe what you mean by that?
A. Naomi Paik
You have to go back to the birth of Haiti as a nation altogether. This nation was born
from the insurrection of enslaved people against their masters, against one of the
most wealthy colonies of one of the most powerful imperial nations in the world at the

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/22/us/immigration-detention.html


time [France]. That was terrifying to nations that relied on a slave economy,
including the United States.

People talk about Haiti’s indemnity to France [in which, following the Haitian
Revolution, France forced Haiti to pay it 150 million francs to compensate for
enslavers’ loss of income, in exchange for France’s recognition of the former
colony’s independence] and about how that debt was managed and financed
through international and US banks.

So we actually owe a debt to Haiti for having kneecapped this young country from the
very get-go, economically and then also politically. You have to think about the US
military interventions in Haiti, including our military occupation in the early 20th
century. We supported dictatorial regimes and then undermined democratic regimes
that were trying to stand up against the US. We had economic policies that were very
extractive.

We have to actually think about this in the kind of long scope of how not just the
United States but much of the world has cast out this country and created the
conditions where Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere.

Alaska coast 8.2 earthquake was the strongest one in decades, official says
Madeline Holcombe and Joe Sutton - CNN

The 8.2 magnitude earthquake that struck off Alaska's coast Wednesday night was
the strongest one since 1964, an official told CNN.

Google Maps

The very strong quake was located about 56 miles (91 kilometers) east southeast of
Perryville, Alaska, and happened around 10:15 p.m. Wednesday, the US Geological
Survey said.
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At 29 miles deep (46.7 km), the earthquake is considered shallow. "This event was felt
throughout the Alaska Peninsula and Kodiak," according to the Alaska Earthquake
Center.

There have been at least two strong aftershocks, including a preliminary magnitude
6.2 and magnitude 5.6, the USGS reported.

"We are now all clear and anxiously awaited for any announcement about a wave
hitting (our) island," Kodiak Mayor Pat Branson told CNN in an email. "The
Emergency Operations Council was up and working monitoring and informing the
public of any updates. Citizens did (evacuate).

"This was the strongest earthquake since 1964 and our 3rd evacuation in 18 months.
But we are all good and grateful now."

A tsunami warning issued for portions of the state shortly after the quake has been
canceled for the coastal areas of South Alaska and the Alaska Peninsula and Aleutian
Islands, according to the latest update from the National Tsunami Warning Center.

"A tsunami was generated by this event, but no longer poses a threat," the center said.
Police in Kodiak, the largest town on the island of Kodiak, advised residents after
the quake to move to high ground, adding that the high school was open as an
evacuation location.

As the alerts changed from warnings to advisories, the Kodiak Police Department
said in a message, "Kodiak has been downgraded to Tsunami Advisory status
however we are not all clear." Kodiak is near the northwestern tip of Kodiak Island,
which is the largest island in Alaska and is the second-largest island in the US.

A tsunami watch had been issued for Hawaii but was later canceled. "Based on all
available data there is no tsunami threat," the National Weather Service Pacific
Tsunami Warning Center said.

The level of tsunami danger is being evaluated for other US and Canadian Pacific
coasts in North America, according to the NWS. This is a developing story and will be
updated.

https://twitter.com/AKearthquake/status/1420645363027890177
http://local.nixle.com/alert/8870344/


Sarah Knapp/AP A line of cars evacuates the Homer Spit in Homer, Alaska, after a
tsunami warning was issued following a magnitude 8.2 earthquake. The warning was

later canceled.

Senate to Air Force: You’re gonna keep your A-10 Warthogs and you’re gonna like it
David Roza - Task & Purpose

Like a hoarder with separation anxiety, Congress just can’t let go of the A-10
Warthog, the aging but legendary attack plane the Air Force has tried and failed for
years to start to get rid of.

(U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. William Greer) An A-10 Thunderbolt II, assigned
to the 74th Fighter Squadron, Moody Air Force Base, GA, returns to mission after
receiving fuel from a KC-135 Stratotanker, 340th Expeditionary Air Refueling

Squadron, over the skies of Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom,
May 8, 2011.



In its most recent attempt, the Air Force tried to cut 42 A-10 Thunderbolt II attack
aircraft from its fleet of 281 airframes. The move was supposed to free up
maintenance costs on the aging platform which the branch could then use to buy more
advanced aircraft like the F-35A, which the Air Force thinks has a better chance of
surviving against high-tech anti-aircraft weapon-equipped countries like China.

But not if Congress had anything to say about it, which it did. In its proposal for the
Fiscal Year 2022 National Defense Authorization Act, the bill which will set the
funding levels for the U.S. military next year, the Senate Armed Services Committee
prohibited the Air Force from retiring any A-10 aircraft in fiscal year 2022.

While the House Armed Services Committee has yet to release its proposal for the
2022 NDAA, the Senate’s version does not bode well for the Air Force, which has
been trying to retire A-10s at least as far back as 2013.

Lovingly known by its nickname as the ‘Warthog’ or ‘Hog,’ the A-10 has a 45-year
history of saving ground troops right in the nick of time with precise and
overwhelming firepower. Designed around its 30mm GAU-8/A Gatling gun, the Hog
is slow, stable and when it opens fire, it makes a sky-ripping BRRRT noise that troops
have come to associate with salvation from enemy fighters.

But as the machines age, their maintenance costs are soaring, according to a
Government Accountability Office report from November. While the Air Force has
bought new wings for many A-10s, there are fewer replacement parts to go around
and it takes longer to inspect aircraft systems and keep them running, which
consumes resources that the Air Force needs to keep other aircraft flying too.

But year after year, passionate lawmakers whose states host A-10-equipped Air Force
bases spoil the branch’s plans to cut planes loose.
“As someone who has flown close air support in combat, I know that the A-10 is
unmatched in carrying out its mission and provides an invaluable capability to
protect American service members on the ground,” wrote former astronaut and Navy
A-6 Intruder pilot Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.) in a statement sent to Task & Purpose
earlier this year.

“Removing A-10s from the fleet when there is not another aircraft capable of
performing this mission takes a vital tool away from our military and is the wrong
step for our national security,” he added.

Not all lawmakers were happy with the Senate’s plan though. Sen. Marco Rubio
(R-Fla.), whose state is slated to host new F-35A squadrons at Tyndall Air Force
Base near Panama City, urged his colleagues to support the Air Force’s proposed
A-10 retirement, which would spare resources for the more advanced fighters.

“I urge the committee to remove, or reject, any provision or funding that would
jeopardize the strategic basing of three F-35 squadrons at Tyndall,” he said,
according to Defense News.



“Including such language would have significant impact on the Air Force’s F-35 pilot
output, our strategic capacity to field F-35s in the event of a conflict, and have grave,
long-term implications for the national security of the United States.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Angela Ruiz) A 357th Fighter Squadron A-10C
Thunderbolt II sits on the flight line at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz., April 27,

2015.

The Air Force’s plan would have retired 42 A-10s and moved several other A-10s and
HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopters to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona, to form a
close combat “Center of Excellence.” But those plans are now on hold as the service
awaits Congress’ decision in its 2022 NDAA, the Air Force announced last week.

The Center of Excellence plan may not have made much sense in the first place,
according to one analyst. While the military has no definition of such a center, the
business sector describes them as a place to proliferate best practices and address
issues in the field, Air Force expert Mike Benitez said in his newsletter The Merge in
July.



(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Joao Marcus Costa) An A-10 Thunderbolt
II prepares to land at Misawa Air Base, Japan, May 26, 2021.

The problem is, part of the reason why the Air Force wants to cut A-10s is because
the branch says they are no longer relevant to a war with China, which has high-end
anti-aircraft weaponry that can shoot down the slow-moving Warthog.

“It’s one thing to be trepid about losing a ton of experience and lessons learned as
the military winds down the Middle East operations after a generation when almost
everything with wings was doing [close air support],” Benitez said. “But it’s unclear
why now is the time for the Air Force to declare it has a knowledge deficit or skills
proliferation issue that a Center of Excellence exists to solve.

“More importantly, a Center of Excellence that is solely comprised of A-10s is the
exact opposite of the diversity that is the strength of a Center of Excellence,” he
added. “[A]nd it unwinds years of Air Force ‘CAS is a mission, not a platform’
talking points.”

What happens next may depend on what the House Armed Services Committee
publishes in its version of the 2022 NDAA. Then the House and Senate will produce a
joint bill before sending it to President Joe Biden’s desk for his signature or his veto.

Whatever happens though, the A-10 still has many years of BRRRTing ahead of it.
The Air Force hopes to keep the Warthog flying into the 2030s, and the service has
invested $880 million in re-winging the fleet and modernizing its avionics, which are
the electronic systems that keep the aircraft’s various functions running.

All of this is to show that truly nothing can kill the hardy A-10, not even the U.S. Air
Force.


